
Anger as master
faces 10 years for
quayside accident
By Katrin Berkenkopf in Cologne

A GERMAN master jailed in the
US and awaiting sentence of up to
10 years after a quayside worker
was killed in an accident has be-
come the focus of growing indus-
try anger over the criminalisation
of seafarers.

Wolfgang Schröder was guiding
the 1,150 teu Zim Mexico III on
March 2 this year out of the port of
Mobile, Alabama, when the bow-
thruster failed.

The vessel, which is owned by
Hamburg’s Rickmers Reederei
and was chartered out to Zim at
the time, hit a gantry crane on-
shore, causing it to collapse on an
electrician who later died.

The master was arrested when
the ship called at Houston. Capt
Schröder was charged with crimi-
nal misconduct and denied re-
lease on bail. In October he was
found guilty by a Alabama jury. 

The sentence, which could be
up to 10 years, is expected to be
given by February at the latest. 

“We are shocked and furious,”
said Jürgen Stolle of the Hamburg
association of masters and offi-
cers. “Such cases are causing con-
siderable anxiety, in particular
among the young generation,
which is unnerved.”

Although the issue of criminal-
isation was not restricted to the
US, the situation there was par-
ticular due to its special jurisdic-
tion, he said.

In the latest case, the prosecu-
tor said the master should have
paid more attention to the fact
that the bowthruster had already
failed on two previous occasions.

A pilot, who was on board at the
time of the accident, told the court
that he was not told about these
earlier problems. 

Capt Stolle pointed out that
“maintenance and repair are first
of all a responsibility of owners,
rather than of masters”. 

Members of the Council of
American Master Mariners
warned in an internet forum that
the case was “a dangerous prece-
dent to have on the law books”. 

“It could aversely affect our own
people whenever an accident oc-
curs due to a mechanical failure.”

Although it would not comment
on the order of events, Rickmers
Reederei said that “as to the ques-
tion of guilt, we have a different
opinion to the majority of the jury
in Alabama”.

A spokesman said the company
had offered all the support it could
to the master. He said financial is-
sues have been settled.

Relatives of the dead worker
agreed to compensation pay-
ments. “With regard to financial
losses for the port, the usual P&I
procedures have taken place.”

Earlier demands by the port au-
thority that the ship be arrested
and sold in order to receive dam-
ages have thus not materialised.

The ship, which was built in
1993 in Szczecin, has been handed
back by Zim, as the charter ex-
pired, and is now trading as Peter
Rickmers.
� The Stralsund public prosecutor
in northern Germany has opened
investigations over constraint and
unlawful detention against the
master of a passenger ship who
was involved in a dispute with
Polish customs guards last week.
When three plain clothes Polish
customs officers boarded the ship
at a Polish harbour, the master de-
cided to head back for Germany
with the men still on board.

HANJIN Shipping is offloading
up to eight panamax container-
ships that it has had on long-term
charter for several years.

The Korean line has already
sublet two and plans to redeliver
more next year rather than keep
them in service.

Voracious Mediterranean
Shipping Co will take the 4,545
teu Pusan Senator and sistership

Pudong Senator from the first half
of next year, according to broking
sources.

The Geneva line is reported to
be paying between $26,500 and
$27,000 per day for the pair for
three years, or possibly slightly
longer.

The ships have been chartered
since new by Hanjin Shipping
from German owner F Laeisz

which owns nine sisterships in
total, all built in 1997 or 1998 by
Hyundai Heavy Industries. They
are the maximum size for pana-
maxes with a beam of 32.2 m.

Hanjin also has some ships of
the same specifications on charter
from other owners.

One of the two that will be re-
delivered early next year is cur-
rently deployed in a Europe-Asia

service, and the other one on an
all-water loop from Asia to the US
east coast via the Panama Canal.

Brokers are also sounding out the
market for interest in another four,
all thought to be the same as the
pair just taken by MSC, that will be
available in the second half of the
year when released by Hanjin.

Both French line CMA CGM,
as well as MSC, are said to be in-

terested in the quartet. Hanjin
subsidiary Senator Lines recently
announced it would be cutting
back its service network from next
year because of competitive pres-
sures. Six services are to close,
with the Bremen line concentrat-
ing on just 12 key routes in future.

Whether the return or sublet of
eight or nine ships is linked to
that shake-up is unclear at this

stage. Hanjin Shipping would
only say yesterday that it was not
planning any further fleet adjust-
ments.

Earlier this month, the line
chartered out two other 4,545 teu
panamaxes, the Yokohama Sena-
tor and the Portugal Senator.
CMA CGM took both for up to 18
months at just over $29,000 a day.

Hanjin Shipping extended the

charter on the 4,545 teu Penang
Senator and Portland Senator last
year for eight years at $32,000 per
day, but the market has since sof-
tened considerably.

Another line redelivering ships
is Maersk that has decided
against taking up options on a
number of vessels whose charter
comes up for renewal soon.
Liner integration — Page 14

� Liner Shipping �

Hanjin redelivers panamax boxships
Korean line offloads vessels held on long term charters but refuses to confirm link with Senator Lines cutbacks — as MSC steps in to take tonnage, writes Janet Porter
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Call for global
curriculum
A uniform global curriculum
for advanced level seafarer
training is needed to meet
modern demands, says Nip-
pon Foundation chairman
Yohei Sasakawa.

News — Page 3

Greek ports to go
private ‘in a year’
Plans to privatise parts of
Greece’s two biggest ports
should be completed 
within a year, according to
Economy Minister George 
Alogoskoufis.

News — Page 5

Inside today Casualty Focus
� Collision near Fujian, 

China
� Vessel aground north of 

Lisbon

Chunnel
operator’s
new debt
solution
By Andrew Spurrier, in Paris
CHANNEL tunnel operator Euro-
tunnel yesterday presented its
creditors with a new “simple, bal-
anced and realistic” plan for re-
structuring its £6.2bn ($11.7bn)
worth of debt.

Although similar to the plan
approved by the company’s major-
ity creditors in July, Eurotunnel
claimed that it offered a better
balance in terms of the sacrifices
demanded of the different catego-
ries of creditors, as well as credi-
tors and shareholders.

The new plan has yet to be ap-
proved by the creditors, who will
have until the end of November to
give their verdict.

If they accept the plan, it will
be submitted to the Paris court of
commerce for approval. If they re-
ject it, Eurotunnel will be placed
under court administration.

The company said yesterday
that it was putting the plan for-
ward with the support of the judi-
cial representatives appointed by
the Paris court of commerce after
it applied for legal protection from
its creditors in the summer.

It denied, however, that the
plan was being imposed on 
creditors. 

“The problem should not be
posed in those terms,” said a
spokeswoman, who recalled that
the company was obliged to
present a plan, with or without
the support of its creditors, by No-
vember 2.

The new plan provides for the
creation of a new company to be
called Groupe Eurotunnel, which
will make existing shareholders a
share exchange offer that will
leave them a minimum 13% equi-
ty stake in the new company.
Continued on Page 2

SALVORS expect today to
begin removing the 560
tonnes of bunker oil aboard
the CMA CGM ro-ro contain-
ership Rokia Delmas, which
has been grounded near the
island of Ré off the French
Atlantic coast port of La Ro-
chelle since early Tuesday
morning, writes Andrew
Spurrier in Paris.

Priority has been given to
removing the oil to prevent
pollution after it became
clear the vessel could not be

refloated and taken under
tow, as originally intended.

Divers found water enter-
ing the engine room and
lower decks through a 20 m
by 50 cm gash in its hull,
forcing salvors to abandon
plans to free the vessel by
pumping out sea water.

In addition, there were
concerns that the hull,
which suffered considerable
damage while grounding,
had not stabilised.

A maritime prefecture

spokesman acknowledged
yesterday that removal of
the vessel was likely to be a
long-term operation which
would probably involve re-
moving part of its cargo.

The French authorities
are waiting to have in place
anti-pollution and pumping
and storage equipment be-
fore allowing the 450 tonnes
of bunker oil to be removed
from the two forward tanks.

The maritime prefecture
said yesterday that pumping

operations were likely to
take three days and that
weather was expected to be
favourable until Monday.

Pumping equipment has
been brought from the Neth-
erlands to the port of La Ro-
chelle by Dutch salvor Smit,
which will be working under
principal salvor Les Abeilles
International of France.

The French navy anti-pol-
lution vessel Alcyon was yes-
terday laying barrages
around the stricken vessel.

Rokia Delmas: salvors to remove bunker oil

The ro-ro containership
Rokia Delmas has been
lying grounded near 
La Rochelle port since
early Tuesday Morning.

SEMBAWANG Shipyard has scored a
goal against Pan-United Marine by win-
ning a S$30m ($19m) upgrade to the
Neptune Explorer drillship, write Mar-
tyn Wingrove and Marcus Hand. 

Amid doubts that Pan-United could
handle large offshore projects, the
SembCorp Marine subsidiary will begin
reactivating the 1973-built drillship in
November. Sembawang’s deal was won
at the expense of its rival, which Nep-
tune Marine Oil & Gas claims lacks the
capacity and experience to perform such
specialised contracts. 

Pan-United is currently working on
the Neptune Explorer at its Batam facil-
ities in Indonesia and had expected to
take the ship to its Singapore yard for
outfitting. But shipowner Neptune de-
cided to use Sembawang instead be-

cause of its experience working on off-
shore ships and rigs. 

“We have decided to change to Sem-
bawang as we think Pan-United used
too much hired in labour and did not
have enough in-house project manage-
ment,” said a Neptune management
source in Norway. 

“The ship has been in Batam since
March for replacement of piping and
250 tonnes of steel, plus sand blasting
and painting. It will move to Singapore
for outfitting of equipment, including
derrick and pumps.”

Pan-United Marine executive direc-
tor Ng Sing Chan seemed bemused by
the comments regarding the use of too
much hired labour. 

“Shipyards in Singapore and Batam
rely very much on subcontractors. This

has been the case since the mid-1980’s,”
he said.

From Pan-United’s perspective the
two parties were unable to agree on how
much and what type of work could be
completed in the time-frame stipulated
by Neptune Marine.

“It’s a case of we couldn’t agree on
their terms and they couldn’t agree on
our terms,” Mr Ng said. Neptune Ma-
rine then opted to take its right under
the contract to cancel the job. It is un-
derstood a penalty clause will be paid.

Reactivation work at Sembawang
will begin in late November and finish
by the start of April 2007 as the ship
needs to begin work for Reliance off
India in the second quarter. 

Reliance has a three-year charter for
the drillship.

Sembawang grabs drillship upgrade


